
Metadata Inclusion in JPEG Format for Invoices

Overview
This document describes the process and considerations for embedding relevant metadata into JPEG files
used as electronic invoices. Metadata inclusion ensures that essential invoice information is machine-readable
while retaining the human-readable visual content of the image.

Metadata Structure
Metadata is typically embedded in JPEG files using standard segments such as EXIF, IPTC, or XMP. The chosen
segment should support structured data fields that correspond to key invoice attributes.

Invoice number
Invoice date
Supplier and recipient information
Itemized amounts
Total payable
Tax details

Embedding Process
Prepare invoice data in the required structure (XML or JSON formats are common for XMP). Use image
processing software or libraries to insert metadata into the JPEG file without altering the visual appearance of
the invoice.

Best Practices
Ensure metadata is synchronized with the visible content.
Validate that embedded metadata is well-formed and accessible.
Apply access control to sensitive data if required.
Document the metadata schema for downstream systems.

Important Notes
Not all software preserves or displays embedded metadata.
Always keep an original backup of invoice images before metadata insertion.
Regularly validate embedded metadata for integrity and compatibility.
Consult legal/regulatory standards for electronic document retention.
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