
Problem Statement Format in Research Proposal
1. Introduction

The problem statement is an essential component of any research proposal. It articulates the specific issue or
gap in knowledge the proposed research intends to address.

2. Background

Begin with a brief background to contextualize the problem. Introduce the topic area and highlight existing
research or developments relevant to the issue.

3. Statement of the Problem

Clearly and succinctly describe the core problem to be addressed. Specify who is affected, what is affected,
and why the problem is significant.

Sample: 
Despite advances in renewable energy technologies, urban households in City X continue to rely primarily on
non-renewable energy sources, leading to increased carbon emissions and higher energy expenses. The lack
of accessible and affordable renewable solutions poses a significant challenge for sustainable urban
development.

4. Justification/Significance

Explain why addressing the problem is important. Outline the potential impact or benefits that solving this
problem may bring to stakeholders, academia, or society.

5. Objectives

Briefly state the objectives linked to the problem statement—what the research aims to achieve.

To assess the current energy consumption patterns of urban households in City X.
To identify barriers to adopting renewable energy solutions in the region.
To propose actionable strategies for increasing renewable energy uptake.

Important Notes

Be concise and specific—avoid broad or vague problem definitions.
Support the problem with recent data or literature where possible.
Link the problem statement directly to your research objectives.
Ensure it reflects a gap that is significant and researchable.
Revise for clarity and alignment with the rest of the proposal.
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