
Literature Review
for Research Proposal

1. Introduction

The literature review provides a foundation for the research statement by critically evaluating existing studies
related to the research topic. This section explains the context, key theories, and previous findings relevant to
the proposed research.

2. Theoretical Framework

Summarize the main theories, models, or conceptual frameworks that are applicable to your research. Explain
how these frameworks inform your study and relate to your statement of the problem.

3. Review of Empirical Literature

Discuss significant academic studies, recent findings, and landmark works connected to your research area.
Compare results, highlight consensus and controversies, and indicate methodologies commonly used.

4. Gap in the Literature

Identify specific gaps or limitations in existing literature. Discuss how these gaps justify the need for your
proposed research and how your study will address them.

5. Relationship to Research Statement

Clearly connect the literature reviewed above to your research question or statement. Show how the review
leads logically to your research objectives and how your study will contribute to the field.

6. References

List all academic sources cited in the literature review. Use an appropriate citation style such as APA, MLA, or
Chicago as required by your institution.

Important Notes

Focus on peer-reviewed, recent, and highly cited sources for credibility.

Maintain a logical and structured flow between sections.

Paraphrase and synthesize information instead of merely summarizing studies.

Highlight how your proposed research fills the identified gaps.

Ensure proper and consistent citation throughout the document.
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