Literature Review Structure

1. Introduction

Briefly introduce the research topic and its significance. Clearly state the objectives and scope
of the literature review. Outline the organizational structure of the review.

2. Theoretical Framework / Conceptual Background
Present key theories, concepts, and models relevant to the research topic. Discuss how these

frameworks guide the review and overall research.

3. Review of Key Literature

3.1 Thematic/Chronological/Methodological Organization

Organize the reviewed studies by theme, chronology, or research methodology, depending
on what best suits the topic.

e Theme 1: Discuss main findings and relevant studies.
® Theme 2: Summarize critical perspectives, debates, and recent trends.
¢ Theme 3: Highlight influential works, methodological approaches, or unresolved issues.

4. Critical Analysis and Synthesis

Analyze strengths, weaknesses, and gaps in the existing literature. Identify areas of consensus
and disagreement. Synthesize findings to highlight the state of knowledge and key questions.

5. Research Gaps and Implications

Clearly state the gaps identified through the review. Justify the need for the current research
and explain its potential contribution to the field.

6. Conclusion

Summarize the main insights from the literature review. Restate the importance of addressing
identified gaps and articulate how the review shapes the research direction.



Important Notes

A literature review should be systematic and focused, not simply a summary of sources.
Cite sources accurately to maintain academic integrity.

Balance summary with critical analysis and your own synthesis.

Structure the review to guide readers logically through background, analysis, and
implications.

e Update the review with the most recent and relevant literature.
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